
Med school in line for
l{ey rural'health role
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The University of Illinois
College of Medicine at Rock-
ford could become a national
center for rural health educa-
tion if Gov. Rod Blagojevich
and the Legislature take steps
to help secure the $24 million
project.

JL~ Reo Don Manzullo
has lined up $1.9 million in
federal funding for the effort
and says he can work for an
additional $3million if the pro-
ject gets backing from state
government.

But the project is not part
of Blagojevich'scapital expen-
ditures budget.

Mayor Doug Scott is ex-
pected to meet with the gov-
ernor today to pitch the pro-
ject.

The National Center for
Rural Health Professions, Ed-
ucation and Research would
train doctors to deal with the
unique health-care needs of
rurc>.lpeople. Rural America
is notoriously underserved by
health professionals. Pleasesee
7ft
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Med project in
jeopardy unless
gov acts now

Rockford could lose an exciting, job-
creating project which, if built, could
make the Fbrest City the national center
of rural health-care education. The eco-
nomic bonanza for Illinois could be huge,
with business spinoffs creating hundreds,
maybe thousands ofjobs.

Butthe prqjectcoulddieunlessGov.Rod
Blagojevichacts to save this vital econom-
ic development project. Here's the deal:

The University of Illinois at Chicago
. wants to establish the National Center for

Rural Health Professions, Education and
Research at its College of Medicine at
Rockford. ,

DEAN BERNARD SALAF5KY says it's a $24
millionprojectthat willput lllinoisand RoCk-
fordon the worldmedical map. 4>catedpn
the medical school'sParkviewcampus, the
center willtrain doctorsand other medical
professionals in the tmique health-care
needs ofrural people in Illinois,the United
States at large and, ultimately,the world.

"This center is unique," Salafsky said.
"No one else is tending to these rural
health-care issues." The vast majority of
Illinois' 102 colli1tieslack adequate med-
ical service. Salafsky believes this project
could be a powerful tool to revitalize rur-
al Illinois and other states.

The feds are on boaq;1.V S Reo pon
~ulIo. R-EgaIf.hc;t9'gari!eied $1:9;ini1'i"
lidhsi:rfar, iuidthe tlhiversit}rhas ask~&
him for an additional $3 million, MahZUl-'
10wants to do that. But he needs to know
whether the state will ante up some mon-
ey.

That's a big problem. Rockford's pro- I

ject did not appear in the state's 2005cap-
ital budget released last week. Itdidn't
make the university system's top 10list of
work-to-do projects, said Randy Kangus,
the U of I's assistant vice president for
planning and budgeting.

"We're heavily weighted toward repair I
Iand renovation of old buildings" at the uni- ,

versity's Chicago, Springfield and Cham-
paign-Urbana campuses, he said.The gov-
ernor's budget contains just $10.7million
for university capital prqjects, said.'):'om
Hardy, the U of I's chief spoke~man.
Hardy said that "some have sugg~Sl~dlt\,
that ROCkford'sproject might have alx:~t;d;,
tel' chance of funding under Blagqjevich'&
Opportunity ~eturns economic develop-
ment program. , ,". '"

"The project has the full SUPPQ~I:of
senior campu5iand university adminis-
tration. The university is goingtiIro/,lgh
with a fund-raising initiativeto'raIs~~pJ:i;-.(i
vate dollars,' and we'are working with'",
Congressman Mai1iulloo(traisipg1:{e. "'I.
al funds," Hardy said: ",' ',' ,.J\:>":,'

THEPROBABLERJNDlNGmix: $S mil-
lion from the u.S.,government, $12miUion'.:
from the state and $7 million froin fMa,
raising targeted at agfubusiness finns';'"

"Obviously, if Rockford-area legisla-
. tors wanted to mount an effort to bring
" additional state funds to this p11>ject,th~

university would support that," Hardy"
said. Lawmakers are doing that. Rep.
Dave Winters, R-Shirland, and other area
legislators meet today with university offi-
cials to stress the project's importance.

. I asked John Strandin, Mayor Doug
, Scott's spokesman, if the mayor would be
~ a,tthe meeting. "He wasn't invited,"
;' Strandin said, Just my opinion, I said, but
; thedty's chief elected official does not.need an invitation.
, " ('It's not on his schedule," Strandin
j, replied, adding that Scott has writtelland
; talked to the governor recently.abo
, project., '..~~"
'. A few minutes later, Strandin. pJioried

to say Scott will meet with the governor
today about the medjcal school project.
Blagojevich is coming to a Rockford Wa.i-
green's to talk about a buying club that
can help lower prescription drug prices.

Welcome to Rockford, governor. Sa've
this vital project, please.' "\ '

CallChuck Sweeny at 815-987-1372or
e-mail csweeny(iyregisterstartowel:com


